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Commander Watkins here: but I did not log it, as he was sorry
for doing it.
Do you think any arrangement could be made for a Mount
Batten crew (CorpL Stains, A/C Headon, and Corpl, Bradbury
if an engineer is wanted) to take over the boat eventually to be
allotted to us, when she is ready at the Yard? They would get her
through the Schneider period without battle-scars.
I am sorry about the inconclusive trial of the baby target. It
seemed to me extraordinarily promising. The splash was like all
the Trafalgar Square fountains rolled together, and it towed
beautifully. At a guess I'd put the strain down at about ij cwt:
but the job wants tackling seriously, first to decide if the wire
must be 5 cwt or 10 cwt or 15 cwt and then to invent a suitable
winch for dealing with quantities of wire with a suitable brake.
Our thing took 20 minutes to wind in! The Calshot party
wanted to get away, so would not leave 200 here to go on testing.
In a week or so, with the Ferry-Perkins 3 ^-footer, we could settle
the 5 cwt wire question, and demand a 10 cwt or 15 cwt, if you
sent approval. The winch I would drive just with a belt and
pulley, and idle wheel, twisting the belt at right-angles, which
is quite feasible for light loads. It could be driven off the R.H.
engine at 500 revs, while the L.H. steered the boat, and would
bring the wire up in two minutes, thus making it possible to turn
safely and quickly. The only day we had for testing it opened in
driving mist, which turned to heavy rain and wind. The Sound
was quite impossible, being full of sheltering ships. So we waited
for high tide at 6 p.m. and went up past Saltash, where the lake
was only choppy, and visibility about half a mile. There could not
have been worse conditions, for man and boat, and the test was
thus unfair on everything. If we can go on playing with it, and
get the wire right, I shall try some fast towing behind my own
boat, and see if the board does 'take-off* at speed. We could
ballast it forward, or alter the pennant, if so, to make it fit up to
30 m.p.h.
In any case, whether you leave the target here or not, I hope
you will continue to try it. It seemed to me like the best bombing
target yet. Yours sincerely                                      T. E. SHAW.